
 

TUNED IN: MEMOIRS OF A PIANO MAN  
CREDITS 

 
 

AUDIOBOOK CREDITS: 
Sincere thanks to Marco Tornillo / Marco Polo Productions for recording and editing the audiobook. Your 
musicality and sound design genius were invaluable! 
 
AUDIOBOOK “SOUNDBITE CAMEOS”: 
(CHAPTER 25: Malls and Halls) 
Virginia Schneider: JazzNow.com review 
Rob Morrow: Creations Magazine review 
Ray Romano: Retailer Magazine review 
Ed Begley, Jr.: windandwire.com review 
 
Neville Farmer: JW concert brochure copy 
 
Amazon Reviewers: 
Michael Payne 
Terry Danish 
Tyna Loafman 
Mary Ann Baker 
Marvin Beasley 
Melinda Simpson 
 
(CHAPTER 26: Green Hill) 
Martin Short: All Music Guide review 
Jason Ihbe: Arizona Networking News review 
Jonathan Merrill: The NAPRA Review 
Chris Standring: Jazz Times review 
Lisa Loeb: NAV Magazine review 
 
MUSIC USED IN TUNED IN: 
(All compositions by Jim Wilson, ©Willow Bay Music, unless otherwise noted) 
PART ONE: Gearing Up 

“Cape of Good Hope”   
Prologue: Meet the Beatle 

Outro: “Beneath the Olympian Skies” 
Chapter 1: The Guitar 

“Shenandoah” (Standard, sung by Sally Stevens), “Home in the Heartland” 
Chapter 2: Music and Mischief    
Chapter 3: Things Fall Apart 

Ranchera cue (“I Love My Wife” sung by Jonathan Merrill), “Luna de La Jolla” 
Chapter 4: High. School    



Chapter 5: Capers and Close Calls    
Chapter 6: Hit the Road, Jim     
Chapter 7: Easy Does It 

Outro: “Tangerine Moon” 
Chapter 8: The Abyss     
Chapter 9: Tuning School 

Outro: “Home is Where the Heart Is” 
Chapter 10: Loose Change     
    
PART TWO: Tuning Up  

“Morning on Cannery Row”   
Chapter 11: Emerald City 

“A Place in My Heart” 
Chapter 12: On the Eve of the 80s 

Outro: “Auld Lang Syne” 
Chapter 13: City of Dreams     
Chapter 14: Biz Takes Off 

Outro: “Diogenes Lantern” 
Chapter 15: The Buffet 

“Mon Ami Eternel” 
Chapter 16: Forte     
Chapter 17: London Calling     
Chapter 18: London Calling, Again 

“Rio” 
Chapter 19: London Still Calling     
Chapter 20: Go For It, Jimmy     
Chapter 21: Paul 

“Paul's Theme” 
Chapter 22: You’ve Got a Road Trip    
Chapter 23: Part of the Plan 

“Northern Seascape”    
PART THREE: Tuning In 

“Eagle's Flight”   
Chapter 24: Claude 

“Don't Stand at My Grave”, “Sierra Snowfall”, “Anna's Blue Skies”, “Heart of Innocence”, “Restless 
Sea”, “Anna's Blue Skies”, “Mon Ami Eternel”  
Chapter 25: Malls and Halls 

“‘Til I See You Again”, “Cape of Good Hope”, “Picasso's Midnight Stroll”, “Discovery”, 
“Illuminara” (under Northern reviews)  
Chapter 26: Green Hill 

“Etheria” (under Cape reviews)  
Chapter 27: Jason 

Outro: “In the Stillness” 
Chapter 28: Touring Tales 

Outro: “Under a Highlands Moon” 
Chapter 29: A Place in My Heart 

“My First Christmas with You”, “California”, “Sanctuary”, “Beside the River of Dreams” 



Chapter 30: The Genie Grants You Three Wishes 
 “Double Felt Demo”, “Remembrance”, “Hard Times Come Again No More” (Stephen Foster), “‘Til 
I See You Again”, “Shadow Falls” 
Chapter 31: Slaying the Dragon 

“To Love and Be Loved”  
Chapter 32: Dénouement 

“Dreamland” 
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BOOK CREDITS: 
SONG LYRIC CREDITS: 

 

‘Shenandoah’ – author unknown, (public domain) 
‘Downtown’ – © 1964, Tony Hatch, Universal Music Publishing 
‘Like a Rolling Stone’ – © 1965, Robert Dylan 
‘Burn On Big River’ – © 1972, Randy Newman, Little A Music, Unichappell Music, BMI 
‘Jim’ – © 1941, Caesar Petrillo, Edward Ross, Nelson Shawn (public domain) 
‘No One Is to Blame’ – © 1985, Howard Jones, Howard Jones Music America, BMI 
‘For A Dancer’ – © 1974, Jackson Browne, Swallow Turn Music, ASCAP 
‘Hey Jude’ – © 1968, John Lennon / Paul McCartney, BMI 
‘You’ve Got a Friend’ – © 1971, Carole King, Colgems EMI Music, ASCAP 
Lovers In a Dangerous Time – © 1984, Bruce Cockburn, Rotten Kiddies Music LLC, BMI 
‘Don’t Stand at My Grave’ – © 1934, Clare Harner (public domain)  
‘Our Children’s World’ – © 2020, Jim Wilson, Willow Bay Music, ASCAP 
‘My First Christmas with You’ – © 2002, Jim Wilson, John Bettis, Willow Bay Music, Big Tractor, ASCAP 
‘Hard Times Come Again No More’ (Epilog Verse) – © 2020, Jim Wilson, Arlo Guthrie, David Beeler 

 

PHOTOGRAPHS: 
 

Cover concept: David Beeler. Cover art: Mike Bundlie. Back cover photo: Andy Keeter. All other 
photos courtesy of  author’s personal collection. 
 

SPECIAL THANKS: 
 

Writing an 85,000-word memoir was a years-long, epic undertaking – one that I couldn’t have done 
alone. Everyone who’s ever played a role in my life is, in one way or another, an invaluable part of  
these pages.  

I’m eternally grateful to my family and friends for their support over the years: Virginia, Jason & 
Robin Ihbe, Bella, Serena, Jace and Ethan. Mom and Dad – you gave me roots and wings, and your 
spirit is alive in this memoir. Andi, Jenny, David, Kris, Will, Henry, Devon, Joel, Aaron, Katelyn, 
Trevor and Jory. Sincere gratitude to Mary Lee Wegner, Donna Lynn Stillo, Shaan Moledina for the 
love and support. Thanks so much to all who offered invaluable input in taming this tome: Virginia 
Schneider, Maggie Paul, Mary Volmer, Hedi Lampert, Anne Helmstadter, David Beeler, Adam 



Belanoff, Al Secunda, Chris Standring, Tom Lerner, Norm Kachuck, Dan Wilson, Mark Smith, Al 
Secunda, Bill Jordan, David Chrisman, Tony McShear, Charlie Chiara, Hollye & Troy Dexter, 
Michael Neill, Lieschen Bierstedt, Linda Nealon, John Jarvis, Kim Flagg, Aaron Vattano, Jenna 
Sobelman, Jaz Persing, Julian Williams, Ellen Robertson Green, Neville Farmer, Magnus Fiennes, 
Nathan East, Brian Luke Seward, Scott B. Bomar, and Tammy Letherer. Thanks also to Erica 
Hughes and New Book Authors. 

Massive thanks to my mate, Danny Schogger, for being my champion from the get-go, twisting 
the arms of  all the London recording studio owners, making them jump on board the Jim Wilson 
MIDI piano train. I’m forever grateful for your support and friendship. “I’ll phone you from the 
Departure Lounge at LAX.” 

Huge thanks to those who lent their name / offered their support to my mission: Adam Belanoff, 
Alan Bergman, Arlo Guthrie, Barry Manilow, Bill Brandom, Burt Bacharach, Carole Bayer Sager, Chris 
Standring, Courteney Cox, Dave Koz, David Crosby, David Foster, Denny Tedesco, Diane Warren, Ed 
Begley, Jr., Eric Persing, Greg Wells, Herb Alpert, Herbie Hancock, J.D. Souther, Jackson Browne, 
James Newton Howard, Jean Fogelberg, Katey Sagal, Larry Klein, Lili Haydn, Lionel Richie, Lisa 
Loeb, Loren Gold, Magnus Feinnes, Marc Shaiman, Martin Perlich, Martin Short, Matthew Wilder, 
Melissa Manchester, Michael Neill, Mike Stoller, Nate East, Neville Farmer, Patrice Rushen, Paul 
Mirkovich, Peter Collins, Quincy Jones, Ray Romano, Richard Carpenter, Richard Page, Stanley Clarke, 
Stephen Stills, Steve Kipner, Steve Lukather, Steve Porcaro, Steve Tyrell, Walter Afanasief, and Zac 
Rae. 

Larger than life thanks to Denise Bundlie for the title suggestion. 
Thanks as well to Anastasia Savage Ealy, Bob Sharp, Freyda Campbell, Chris Earthy, Richard 

Moakes, Amabelle Bekki Hazlett, Sally Stevens, Ron Kramer, JoAnne & Monte Davis, Jody Perkins, 
and of  course, Toy. Sincere apologies to anyone I might have unwittingly left out. 
 
ARTISTS, MUSICIANS, TECHS & PHOTOGRAPHERS: 
 

Deepest gratitude to all who contributed their talents to my projects: Artists: Andy McKee, Arlo 
Guthrie, Chris Botti, Chris Standring, Dan Fogelberg, Dave Koz, David Sanborn, Everette Harp, 
Gerry Beckley, J.D. Souther, Lili Haydn, Marilyn Martin, Peter White, Richard Elliot, Rick Braun, 
Stanley Clarke, and Stephen Bishop. Musicians: Alex Acuna, Andy McKee, Angela Scalise, 
Benjamin Wyatt, Beth Hooker, Brad Cole, Brian Mann, Briana Bandy, Bruce Watson, C.J. Vanston, 
Casey Stratton, Charlie Morgan, Chuck Tilley, Dasha Chadwick, Davey Johnstone, David Schwartz, 
Debra Dobkin, Dillon O'Brian, Doug Lacy, Eric Rigler, George Merrill, George Tortorelli, Greg 
Bissonette, Greg Hilfman, Greg Phillinganes, Heitor Periera, Jay Weeks, Jerrold Launer, Johnny Lee 
Schell, Jon Gilutin, Jonathan Dane, Jonathan Merrill, Julie Adams, Kristin Autry, Lee Sklar, Lenny 
Castro, Lisa Lynne Franco, Mark Portmann, Marvin Etzioni, Matt Dame, Matt Rollings, Michael 
Landau, Micheal Becker, Mitch Forman, Nathan East, Neil Stubenhaus, Nic Jackson, Paul 
Cartwright, Paul Loredo, Quinn Johnson, Ricardo Silveira, Richie Garcia, Robbie Buchanan, Roger 
LaRocque, Scott Frankfurt, Scott Nelson, Sharon Rizzo, Steve Porcaro, Steve Salani, Susie 
Katayama, Tim Pierce, Troy Dexter, Ty Stevens, Vanessa Bryan, and Vinnie Colaiuta. Engineers & 
Techs: Abe Guthrie, Bernie Becker, Bob Clearmountain, Colin Mitchell, Dale Becker, Daniel 
McMains, Doug Rider, Gil Morales, Jerrold Launer, Sergio Ruelas, Jr, and Stever Derkle. Amarillo 
Musicians: Steve Dunnagan, Rick Faucett, Randy Palmer, Bob Denton, Jerry Johnstone, Jackie 



Haney, Charlie Clinton, Frank Romero, Jay Weeks, Scott Nelson, and Jerry Thompson. Piano 
Techs: Norm Neblett, Richard Davenport, Bruce Stevens. Ron Tuttle, Mark Mandell, Frank Muslar; 
Randy Morton, Rob Morton, Mike Farnell, Charlie Clinton, Danny Richards, Kevin Gallagher. 
Photographers & Designers: Amy Dakos, Andy Keeter, Beth Herzhaft, David Beeler, Davy 
Knapp, Deyo Glines, Jean Fogelberg, John Williams, Kristen Beahm, Lee Wright, Mick McCarthy, 
and Mike Bundlie. 
 
CAREER SUPPORT: 
 

Deep gratitude to Emily Simon, Steve Steinberg, David Pringle, Randal Cohen. All at Angel EMI: 
Bruce Lundvall, Gilbert Hetherwick, Steve Ferrera, Nancy Roof, Andria Tay, Dave Millman. All at 
Green Hill: Melissa Chambers, Tod Ellsworth, and especially to Greg Howard – I’m so eternally 
grateful for the invaluable role you played in my life. And to Toy, Bill Jordan, Michael Lehman-
Boddicker, Deborah Jelinek, Laurie Williams, Randy Tupin, Bob Flesher, Billy Stull, Norm Petty, 
Kate McGregor Stewart, the Yamaha Corporation, Dave Weiderman / Guitar Center, Leslie Kogan, 
Steve Salani, Chuck Monte, and especially my “Mon Ami Eternel,” Claude Gaudette. Thank you to 
John J (“JJ”) for your invaluable web support over the years! 
 
SPONSORS / CONCERT MUSICIANS: 
 

Sincere thanks to all who helped make my GNC concerts / PBS specials a reality: Ambassador Hotel, 
Barnes Jewelers, Dr. Richard Bechtol, Randy Burkett / Burkett Family Investments, Ray Cotnoir, Charles 
Curl, Lillian Doyle, Larry & Donna Cunningham / Eat-Rite Health Foods, The Dick Ford Company, 
Freeman’s Flowers, Vance Hall / H&H Printwear, Kirk Hill / Hill’s Sport Shop, Dr. Michael Jenkins, 
Davy Knapp Photography, Billy Krause / Krause Landscaping, Northwest Texas Healthcare System, 
Don and Dean Paxton, Randy Tupin / Randy’s Music Mart, Steve Spencer, Billie Jo Tevebaugh, Texas 
Furniture, The Yamaha Corporation. Special thanks to Jay Weeks, Scott Nelson, Jerry Thompson, Eric 
Rigler, George Tortorelli, Kristin Autry, Briana Bandy, Sharon Rizzo, and Romina Arena. Chris 
Standring, Deb Dobkin, Quinn Johnson. Also to Joyce Herring, Ellen Robertson Green, Hilda 
Patterson, Jackie Smith, Buddy Squyres, Dale Robinson and the entire KACV-TV team. Heartfelt thanks 
also to Kris Miller, Bruce Carter, King Hill, Chip Chandler, Debby Gnepper Murphy, Derek Bradford 
and Leslie Cunningham. 
 
DISCLAIMERS: 
 

The events in this book are portrayed to the best of  my memory. Peter, Greg, Rob, Ken, and Sam are 
pseudonyms. The GNC concert chapter is an amalgam of  two separate GNC concerts.  



About the Author 
 
im Wilson’s life direction was set when he was given a guitar at age 7, then began composing 
songs at age 9. Soon after moving from West Texas to LA in his early 20’s, he gained notoriety as 
a respected piano technician, catering to the highest echelon of  the music industry. Jim helped 

develop the first MIDI-adapter for acoustic piano in the 80’s, which became an instant hit with 
artists and studios around the world.  

Jim also collaborated with Spectrasonics — a leading innovator of  world-class, award-winning 
virtual instrument software plug-ins — on the release of  “Keyscape.” Keyscape is a virtual 
instrument that features the largest selection of  unique, collector keyboards in the world and 
features Jim’s personal, customized Yamaha C7. 
Four of  Jim’s 10 recordings have hit the Billboard Top-20, he’s had two PBS specials, and his music 
has been streamed over 75 million times by fans around the globe. NARAS recently made him a 
“Lifetime Member” of  the Recording Academy. He enjoys scuba diving, skiing, pilot lessons, and 
shares the love of  traveling with his life companion of  fifteen years, Virginia, a gifted actress and 
film producer. Tuned In is Jim’s first book. 

J


